Interaction of bradykinin with angiotensin, prostacyclin, and nitric oxide in myocardial preservation.
This review focuses on the importance of bradykinin in myocardial preservation during ischemic arrest. Bradykinin is released from the heart spontaneously in response to ischemic stress, which may be viewed as a survival signal of the heart against ischemia. Bradykinin appears to function as a signaling molecule by controlling the release of other intracellular modulators, such as prostacyclins and nitric oxide, which also exert beneficial effects on the ischemic myocardium.